“Having these ADTs available led to us landing the
load and haul contract on a limestone mine near
Ndola, a contract we still have to this day. We also
maintain the haul roads, limestone stockpiles and
waste dumps and now deploy a total of nine Bell
ADTs on the site. That fleet consists of three Bell
B25D, three Bell B30D and three Bell B40D ADTs. The
latter were bought on the used market in South
Africa and as we get paid for every tonne of
material moved, we’ll look to replace all the
smaller ADTs with Bell B40 models in due course.
The B40D ADTs run at around 15 litres per hour but
their larger payload gives them the edge.”
Luca Raimo is Riccardo’s younger brother and he
joined the business in 2005. “We rely on any
machine’s value to give us production for as long
as possible and both our Bell Excavators and Bell
ADTs certainly fill that role admirably,” he says. “This
is why we follow such strict maintenance regimes
by servicing equipment every 250 hours and
undertaking preventative maintenance to ensure
a machine’s longevity.”
Luca is adamant that the company’s local
knowledge and reliable equipment give them a
strategic advantage when it comes to competing
with contractors from elsewhere. This has seen
Joe’s Earthworks and Mining sustain lengthy
contracts in other areas such as manganese mines

and tailings dams. “Our 120 full-time employees,
who are all loyal and knowledgeable, are
definitely our biggest asset,” he adds.
The Raimo brothers have been keen to explore the
benefits of Bell Equipment’s Reman Programme,
especially during times when some of their mining
customers slow down production. Their thoughts
are to withdraw one Bell ADT at a time to undergo
a refurbishment, an exercise which is cost effective
in terms of adding to the longevity of the machine
at a fraction of the cost of a new machine. This
they feel could be especially beneficial to their Bell
B30D ADTs, which have now clocked between
18 000 and 20 000 hours. These ADTs have
performed consistently and at an average fuel
burn of only 11 litres an hour, as reported on their
Fleetm@tic® system, have given a great return on
investment.
“We have our father, Joe, to thank for his brave
walk across the border all those years ago into
what is now Zambia and for his foresight, tenacity
and wise decisions in seeing the potential beyond
merely repairing vehicles. It all started with that first
broken-down excavator which saw us buying into
the quality of Bell Equipment’s product range and
establishing a lasting business,” both Riccardo and
Luca agree.

Kobelco Mini Excavator
impresses at Reddot Farms
Sibling rivalry amongst boys is common especially when there is a sought-after toy in the mix but to
experience a gentle rivalry between a father and his son over a piece of earthmoving equipment is
rather amusing.
Johann Reinecke is the fourth generation of his
family to farm Reddot Farms in the Bo-Langkloof
between George and Uniondale in the Cape. He
follows in the footsteps of his father, Otto, who is
the grandson of well-known academic Professor
Otto Samuel Herbert Reinecke, the former dean of
the Faculty of Agriculture at the Stellenbosch
University. The latter had in his lifetime discovered
the Kakamas peach.
“It wasn’t a given that I could merely walk in and
farm here, despite being the only son in our
family,” Johann tells us. “I had to obtain a
university degree first and did so, completing a
BSc. Agric. Administration degree at Stellenbosch
University.”
Reddot Farms grows nine cultivars of apples and
four of pears. The reasoning behind the growing of

From left: Joe’s Earthworks & Mining MD, Riccardo Raimo, with Bell Equipment Zambia MD, Mike Quin, and
Joe’s Earthworks & Mining Operations Manager, John Bradbury.
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so many cultivars is to extend the harvesting
season which runs from January to May each year.
Harvesting apples especially is still a labourintensive exercise as no mechanical harvesting is
used.
“We have to harvest by hand as the twisting and
lifting technique of harvesting an apple to retain a
bit of the stem on the fruit, cannot yet be done by
a machine,” Johann explains. “It’s important to
retain the stem on the fruit or else it affects the
grading of the fruit.”
Reddot Farms exports about 70% of their apples
and pears. The 250 000 cases of fruit that are
packed on the farm, are taken away in between
160 and 200 refrigerated containers each season.
While harvesting the fruit may seem like the
pinnacle of the productive cycle, it’s in the off-

Forklift operator, Andrew America, Johann Reinecke and Bell Sales Representative, Fiona Johnson, with
the Bell Forklift. Note the use of round tubing and the wheel motor visible on the outside of the wheel.
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season that the real work on the farm gets done;
when land preparation, planting and irrigation
infrastructure, amongst other areas, demand
attention.
“The general rule of thumb is that you should
replace four percent of the total growing area
each year and that gives our trees a 25-year life
cycle,” Johann says. “Our apple trees are planted
in a north-south direction and although we have
enough land, our biggest challenge is getting all
our trees irrigated.”
To aid the preparation and maintenance of the
soil infrastructure which carries the multitude of
irrigation lines, Reddot Farms took delivery of a
Kobelco SK55SRX 5,5 ton Excavator in September
2019.
“We chose this machine as we’d previously owned
a Kobelco 7,5 ton Excavator that my dad, Otto,
had bought on the pre-owned market in Somerset
West,” Johann says. “Although we felt at 7,5 tons
that the machine was slightly too big for our
needs, it worked really well and we used it for
10 years before it was sold.”
Johann’s planning was that the new Kobelco
SK55SRX Excavator would be used extensively
within the apple and pear orchards where this
compact machine, that has no tail-swing that
could possibly damage the trees, could be used
to dig shallow furrows for irrigation lines. But it was
not to be as his father indicated that the Kobelco
Excavator had a more urgent application.
“My parents, Otto and Lynette, are enjoying
semi-retirement on their small farm near the mouth
of the Gourits River, south of Mossel Bay,” Johann

says with a smile. “The road leading up to their
hillside home needed repair and maintenance
and that’s where our new Kobelco Excavator has
gone, commandeered by my father who was at
pains to explain to me that this was a far more
pressing role for the brand new machine.”
We caught up with Otto and Lynette Reinecke
and Otto was very pleased with the performance
of the Kobelco SK55SRX Excavator. “This machine
has a surprisingly big bucket – equivalent to a
backhoe bucket – and enough break-out force to
get through the shale that we have on the road
up to our home,” he says. “Using it here has made
a huge difference in a short space of time
although I’m reluctant to let it return to the farm as
I’ve had so much fun operating it.”
“I firmly believe that this is the correct machine for
working in the orchards as with the modern trend
to better utilize the land, fruit farmers are planting
narrower rows and this compact little Kobelco will
do well in those more confined spaces.”
Johann feels reassured about the fact that
Kobelco products are sold and backed by Bell
Equipment and that in nearby George there is a
Customer Service Centre with knowledgeable
personnel and spare parts. “We’ve been
impressed by Bell Equipment’s attention starting
with Sales Representative Fiona Johnson taking the
trouble to visit us on the farm, through to the
obvious support for the company’s products,” he
says. “We can vouch for the quality of the
company’s products as we have an early model
Bell Forklift that was built with round tubing and
despite its 1980s vintage, it is still in almost daily use,
especially during the harvest.”

“This machine has a surprisingly big bucket –
equivalent to a backhoe bucket – and enough
break-out force to get through the shale that
we have on the road up to our home.”
Otto Reinecke

Lynette and Otto Reinecke with Bell Equipment Sales Representative, Fiona Johnson.
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