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A collaboration by the South African Capital 
Equipment Export Council (SACEEC) and 
Specialised Exhibitions Montgomery, the awards 
formed part of the Southern African Local 
Manufacturing Expo. SACEEC CEO, Eric 
Bruggeman, said: “It is fitting and certainly no mere 
coincidence, that the first-ever SACEEC Exporter of 
the Year Awards took place at the Local Southern 
African Manufacturing Expo. The Expo is the 
perfect showcase for the vast array of products 
available from local manufacturers. There is a 
wealth of talent in Southern African manufacturing 
and SACEEC is thrilled that the industry is being 
placed in the spotlight. There is no doubt in our 
minds that the quality and innovation being 
exhibited at the Expo equals, and even exceeds, 
that which is available on the global stage.

“The SACEEC Exporter of the Year Awards allow us 
to further recognize the supreme efforts invested 
by a number of these local manufacturers. There 
were a large number of entries, all of which are 
notable by their focused drive to provide products 
that are characterized by out-of-the-box thinking, 
coupled with careful and systematic attention to 
detail. Selecting the finalists, and later the winners, 

was an extremely hard task since all qualifying 
companies have excelled in their respective field 
of expertise.”

Charlene Hefer, Portfolio Director for Specialised 
Exhibitions Montgomery commended the award 
winners for their sterling efforts “in putting South 
African manufacturing on the map”.

Bell Equipment has achieved this by exporting its 
products to over 80 countries worldwide. “Exports 
account for about 40% of turnover and our exports 
increased year-on-year from 2017 to 2018 by 19%. 
We’re also proud that our exports have 70% local 
content and we are always looking at ways to 
increase this,” said Stephen Jones, Bell Equipment 
Director: Global Product Portfolio and Marketing.

“Manufacturing is one industry that has the single 
greatest potential to make a massive difference to 
our economy and level of unemployment so we 
appreciate attention that the Expo and the 
Exporter of the Year Awards have focused on the 
sector and are proud to have received these 
awards for our role,” he concluded.

Bell brings home Exporter of 
the Year awards
Bell Equipment won Exporter of the Year Award (Large category; turnover >R200 million) and was runner-
up in the Exporter of the Year Africa Award (turnover >R100 million) at the inaugural Exporter of the Year 
Awards for capital equipment manufacturers held in Johannesburg at the end of May.

Bell Equipment won the ‘Major Contributor to Innovation and Technological Advancement in KZN’ 
category and was a finalist in the ‘KZN Investor with a Global Footprint’ category of the inaugural KZN 
Investor Awards, held at the Durban ICC on 12 September.

Bell Equipment 
Group Marketing 
Manager, Stephen 
McNeill, accepts 
the Exporter of the 
Year Award (Large 
Category) from 
SACEEC Chairman, 
Benny MJ Jiyane.
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Hosted by the KwaZulu-Natal Economic 
Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs 
Department (KZN EDTEA) and its agency, Trade 
and Investment KZN (TiKZN), the awards formed 
part of the much-publicized International Investor 
Conference. The awards served to acknowledge 
the efforts of those investors and businesses, both 
local and international, that have shown ongoing 
commitment to the province through their 
significant economic contributions and job 
creation efforts.

Bell Equipment Group Chief Executive Officer, 
Leon Goosen, said: “Bell was established in KZN 
some 65 years ago and we owe our success to the 
guiding principles of our founders, the 
support of our customers and the 
commitment of our employees. This has 
enabled our economic investment and 

we are extremely proud of the job creation efforts, 
supplier development and social economic 
development initiatives that we have created 
over six and a half decades.”

“Our company is driven by our passion and 
commitment to innovation and the technological 
advancement of our manufacturing process and 
our products so the ‘Major Contributor to 
Innovation and Technological Advancement in 
KZN’ award is particularly special to us. Winning 
awards is never the aim behind what we do at Bell 
but we appreciate the recognition of our efforts 
and hope that it motivates other companies to 
invest in our province and our country, and to 

make the most of opportunities that 
come their way.”

Bell scoops accolades at KZN 
Investor Awards


