Kobelco Excavator increases
production for Johnson Bricks

sxcavators, especiall
took to this new Kobelc

ould qvu'ﬂllL 1ew excay\ that uses only two litres more fuel an hour than its ' e Joh)anlse}ys.l ThG_Ctﬁb h
,qm,rgmmw rcent more production make sense to a clay brick Ay CONUQ S e Snull i

producer Y oa .' L Due to rsh er;ir

; e\ . itted with a where summe
cubic metr cket to dig ad the clay in the pit,” Bricks will serv
he says “Or average da 5 machine could send 54 hours, which -
truck- Ioads away in the ='-- ADTs wh|Ie consuming fuel & interval. Law s team believe t

- 1 H h‘ %
bricks for more than a century. Larger ‘Jem-blocks’ create value for low-cost housing At SO U the pries ed productive life of 5& L ol

projects. An§/ type of Johnson's bricks is sought after as far afield as Knysna on the , : ; = o i ier o™ - ator v

e : N “We have subsequently bought a new Kobelco - _ ' | W
Southern Capa coast and Barrydale, De Aar and Victoria West inland. I\ SK350LC-8 Excavator which weighs 35 T?' v s “We’v_f been very happy_,wi?th the overall performa M

'wa::\) is fitted with a 1,8-cubic metre bucket. While it this new Kobelco Excavator and plan to change the
does use 2 litres of fuel more per hoﬁ?" ground engaging tools on the bucket to improve digging
puts 87 truck loads into the daily feed to harder clay. The machine has been bought with a
the plant, which is an increase of over " standard warranty but we may decide to extend the
\ 60%!” warranty at some future stage. Right now we can rest

N

e . : :
You be t should and this is exactly what a well-known clay brick producer in South -
Africa’s Western Cape mmul%? 1 T

w ) Johnson Bricks of Oudtshoorn has been making common, semi-face and clinker clay

The Truter farﬁily bought Johnson Bricks in 2007 and, although they retained the
established name, Martin Truter and his sons, Lawton and lan, now run the business
supplying the market with 22 million bricks a year.

“Making clay bricks is as old as the hills and we mine our own clay from a pit
adjacent to our brick-making plant,” Lawton Truter tells us. “We dig out the clay
using an excavator and then load the clay into two Bell Articulated Dump Trucks
(ADTs) that we inherited from the previous owners. The ADTs haul the clay to the
plant, some 800 metres away.”

assured that the machine is in the good hands of the Bell
support staff, Koos Matthee, Thys Bester and their
mechanics from the Bell Customer Service Centre in
George.

The two Bell ADTs, one a 2005 model Bell B18D Mark 1 and the other a
2006 Bell B30D, have now each clocked up over 19 000 hours and are still
in constant daily use.

The clay is first fed into a crusher using two Bell L1506E Wheeled Loaders
before it passes through an extruder and now contains some 18%
moisture. Upon exiting the extruder, the clay is cut to size, depending on
what bricks are required.

“Once cut, the ‘green’ unbaked bricks are stacked
onto pallets and then the machines that we

regard as the real backbone of our entire
operation, our Bell 220A Versalifts and Bell

120A Rough Terrain Forklifts, move
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